FIGURE 2.-Rim of compressed hepatocytes surrounding hyperplastic nodule (asterisk). Hematoxyli n and eosin. 400. 401
The miniature pig was introduced as a laboratory animal as early as the 1960s for use in drug safety studies (5) . Due to similarities with humans regarding anatomic structure of speci c organs, the Yucatan minipig has found acceptance as a more desirable alternative to other laboratory animal species, particularly for dermal and cardiovascular safety assessment studies (2, 3) . Despite this increased use of the Yucatan minipig, information regarding spontaneous lesions in this species is limited.
Over the last several years, we have performed complete histopathologic examinations of more than 100 Yucatan minipigs. The ages of animals examined ranged from 4 to 7 months of age. A distinctive liver alteration was apparent in 5 out of a total of 51 females examined (9.8%). The lesion was characterized by randomly scattered, discrete, intralobular nodules composed of hepatocytes that lacked lobular organization ( Figure 1 ). Compression of adjacent hepatocytes was apparent ( Figure 2 ). Mitotic gures within these foci were negligible. Our diagnosis was intralobular hepatocellular hyperplasia. Additionally, liver enzymes were within expected ranges for these animals. Lesions were not observed in a comparable number of males. Based upon the incidence patterns of this observed change, lesions were deemed to be spontaneous and, therefore, should not be considered a proliferative effect of treatment when identi ed histopathologically. Similar hepatocellular lesions have not been described in the limited published information regarding histopathologic characterization of spontaneous lesions in Yucatan minipigs (1, 4) nor have they been reported in other strains of pigs.
